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New Things are in Store 
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There are only three months to go before we meet again, this time in 
Greenville, SC for our 19th APMM Conference. The conference 
committee has rolled up their sleeves and come up with lots of 
exciting new features for this conference. So mark the dates, March 
11 - 14, 2016  and plan to sign up online or call Samanthi at 
315-750-0803. Do it before Dec. 21 and save $50. 

There are so many reasons to attend; where do we start? 
Here is a glimpse at some of the things that are new this year. 

Tours to: Ryobi/TTI and Clemson University ICAR; 
     Velux USA and BMW Museum and Factory; 
     3D Systems and TBD 

Get to know first-time vendors offering cool, innovative technology as 
well as old-school essentials and visit with familiar, favorite vendors who 
have new solutions for your most interesting problems. 

The Industry Expo/Vendor events will take place earlier in the day on 
Saturday and will offer time to visit vendors between workshop sessions. 

The Keynote Speaker will be featured during the Saturday luncheon. 

Join us for lunch and feel free to choose from many great local 
restaurants for dinner each night. 

There will be a “Featured Model Maker” presentation during the Sunday 
luncheon. 

https://apmm.memberclicks.net/index.php?option=com_mc&view=formlogin&form=206348&return=L2luZGV4LnBocD9vcHRpb249Y29tX21jJnZpZXc9bWMmbWNpZD1mb3JtXzIwNjM0OD9zZXJ2SWQ9MTI2MSZvcHRpb249Y29tX21jJnZpZXc9bWMmbWNpZD1mb3JtXzIwNjM0OA==
https://apmm.memberclicks.net/index.php?option=com_mc&view=formlogin&form=206348&return=L2luZGV4LnBocD9vcHRpb249Y29tX21jJnZpZXc9bWMmbWNpZD1mb3JtXzIwNjM0OD9zZXJ2SWQ9MTI2MSZvcHRpb249Y29tX21jJnZpZXc9bWMmbWNpZD1mb3JtXzIwNjM0OA==
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Receive a Certificate of Completion from the 
APMM for taking part in the many workshops, 
roundtable discussions and vendor demonstrations.  

Join in our first Poster Session, taking place during 
the Friday Beer/Pizza Meet and Greet. Here are the 
details… 

NEW!! POSTER SESSION! 

What’s a poster session? 
 Just a poster-sized piece of paper with pictures and words that describe 
what you make, your shop, equipment or something about yourself and your 
work. They’ll be displayed at the Friday Beer & Pizza Meet and Greet! 
 The purpose of a poster is to share ideas, tell about the things we make, 
and the spaces we make them in. 

Why should I do this? 
 - Gain exposure for your up-and-coming shop 
 - Increase business for a segment of your shop that others     
            may not yet be aware of 
 - Let others know about your skills and past projects 
 - Share best practices and brilliant ideas you’ve made work for you 

But I don’t have time to make a poster… 
 OK, then take some pictures of your shop before you leave for the 
conference, print them out, bring them with you, along with a marker, score 
some cardboard when you get here and pin it up! 
Instant poster! 

How do I sign up? 
 No early commitments are needed - we know you do your best work at 
the last minute. Just bring your poster or plan to put it together when you get to 
Greenville!
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Here are some of the topics to be 
presented at the APMM’s 2016 Conference 
in Greenville 
  
TECHNOLOGY/CRAFT 

• CAD/CAM Software Roundup – Rhino, Solidworks, 
ProE or others 

• Basics of DIY Electronics – Arduino, Raspberry Pi; 
explore all the basics of popular hardware and 
software platforms 

• CNC machining/tooling set ups 

• Finishes – mirror finish, fine finishes with paint 

• Paint systems - water based and other 

• 3D/RP technology - what's new? 

• Materials - foam, boards and wood, friendly and 
not 

• Robust models for heavy use and/or shipping 

• Lasers, just lasers 

• Graphics printers - capabilities, materials, 
examples 

• Lighting/Electrics - LED advances, OLEDs, rapid 
printing circuits, lighting panels 

• Fastener toolbox - what's in yours? 

• Magnets in models; stainless steel fabrication; 
plating; tube bending 

• Carbon fiber fabrication 

• Options and troubleshooting for compressed air 
  

• File prep for multi-color/material 3D printing - 
MIT's new MultiFab printer, as well as Objet Eden 
and others before it, can print multiple colors and 
materials at the same time. How do you prepare 
your CAD file to take full advantage of this 
feature? 

• Options for inexpensive CNCs - Shapeoke, X-Carve, 
Handibot and others.  

  
BUSINESS MANAGEMENT 

• Photographing and documenting models 

• Managing workflow in a shop 

• Project management/tracking 

  
CAREER 

• Caring for your spine, shoulders and hands - model 
maker's tools 

• Stress reduction techniques 
• Online education and sources of How-Tos for model 

making: Instructables, Wiki-How 
• What does it mean to be a model maker? (what 

attracts, history, toys played with, how to 
describe, how we think/act/communicate, etc, 
etc.) 

• Members share their experiences making 
something they never thought they would've, 
should've or could've 

• New and Old Safety and Accessibility Topics - Did 
you know that some kinds of 3D printers create 
hazardous fumes and dust? Should that heavy vise 
really be stored on the floor? Does everybody who 
comes into the shop know where the fire 
extinguishers are? 

• Shop Blog - What Do You Guys Do In There All Day? - 
Writing a weblog can increase your exposure within 
your company and beyond. What should you share 
and how would you present it? 

Get involved: 

Have you considered presenting a 
workshop and getting a savings of 
$150.00 on your conference 
registration fees?  

Students who are interested in doing a 
little work in exchange for a reduction 
in fees should contact Sam at 
samanthi_martinez@modelmakers.org

mailto:samanthi_martinez@modelmakers.org
mailto:samanthi_martinez@modelmakers.org


 

Well, everything is really 
coming together for the 2016 
conference in Greenville. Tours 
are being finalized, speakers 
contacted, workshops are being 
organized. I anticipate that a 
great conference will be had by 
all. I’m also happy to announce 
that the theme for the 
conference is “Collaboration in 
Model Making”.  

Collaboration; individuals 
working together with a 
common purpose to achieve a shared goal. 
This is really what our conference is all about 
and is a core competency for any successful 
Model Maker. When we get together in March 
our common purpose is to learn and share 
knowledge. Share how we have used 
technology and our skills to get innovative 
solutions to the daily challenges we face. By 
sharing and discovering how others have 
handled these problems we grow as Model 
Makers. 

Over the last year I have written about all the 
different reasons and strategies for coming to 
the conference. Why you should be there. 
How you can get there. I guess it really all 
boils down to being there to share what you 
know and to learn from others’ experiences, in 
a word: to collaborate. On page 8 you can 

check out the reasons that some 
of our members keep coming 
back to our conferences. 

So finalize your plans or finally 
make that pitch to your boss.  
 I know you have been 
procrastinating! Get your pictures 
of your latest cool project and 
come to share and collaborate in 
Greenville. 

I can’t wait to see you all there, 

   Pete 

   Pete Mack, APMM President 

presidents’s letter
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J2 LED Lighting, LLC has been providing 
distinctive products for a variety of low voltage 
lighting needs since 2011. They are predominantly 
an online supplier, supporting customers in an 
assortment of industries: product display 
manufacturing companies, film prop builders, 
prop rental companies, city and state agencies, 
solar installers, and DIY enthusiasts. To give you a 
peek at the product line of J2 LED Lighting we will 
highlight two of their products and their unique 
designs; the EEL – Enhanced Effects Light, and the 
MEL – Micro Effects Light.  The EEL, the most 
recent addition to their product line, combines a 
cable socket with a mid-power LED to provide a 
unique lighting feature. The MEL, one of their most 
popular products, is a low power miniature LED 
spot of minimalist design.  

The EEL’s innovation is in its ability to be mounted 
into High Density Urethane (HDU) styling and 

modeling board, a commonly used substrate 
material for industrial models, props, scenery and 
signage. The EEL is the first lighting product 
targeted for specific use in HDU or other rigid 
foam board material. (HDU is excellent for 
waterjet cutting and CNC milling.)  The EEL’s cable 
socket fits into a mounting hole from the material’s 
front side. The tapered fit of the socket’s body 
locks it in place, and a front 5/8” diameter flange 
provides an insertion stop. The EEL cable socket 
light assembly is optimized for 6 lb. density foam 
board when an 11mm (7/16”) hole is used; though 
it can be mounted into higher density boards with 
the hole size increased slightly to reduce insertion 
pressure, or with lower density foam board 
reducing the hole diameter for a tighter grip. In 
addition to the cable socket, the EEL has an LED 
light source, the SBL (Silicone Bi-Pin Lamp). The 
SBL is a mid-power, 1.1 watt nominal, 110 lumen, 

J2 LED Lighting, LLC
EEL SBL BHC kit

EEL inserts into foam and wood
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warm white source that operates on 12 volts DC. 
The power consumption is low enough that several 
of the lights can be operated from a small 12 volt 
battery pack. The EEL greatly expands the lighting 
options available to the designer who uses high 
density foam board or is planning a new project 

and needs a unique creative means of combining 
light with a versatile substrate. 

The development of the EEL stemmed from the 
concept that using a soft PVC over-mold process 
and an existing rigid socket body would achieve 
our design goals without requiring complicated 
tooling. The process, from concept sketches to CAD 
modeling to prototype samples in hand, was 
approximately 6 weeks. They anticipate that this 
cable socket assembly will find a unique place for 
various lighting applications.  

Another noteworthy product they offer is their first 
custom molded miniature LED, the MEL, which has 
been available since 2014. A desire to provide a 
simple, easy-to-use light that would not require 
soldering or other technical intervention led to the 
creation of the Micro Effects Light (MEL) LED spots.  
Available in seven colors, this line has been one of 
their most popular products.  The MEL is a unique 

vendor spotlight

3 pieces sunset amber MEL SA1

HDU Rigid Foam Tri Mount with MEL lights

MEL lights group



device with four basic main parts; a connector, an 
LED, a current limiting resistor, and an axial body 
with a non-defined mounting style. They chose a 
very common barrel connector to expand 
compatibility for power input sources and used a 
housing which is a textured, black ABS plastic, 
two-part injection molded shell ultrasonically 
welded closed.  

The MEL is compact and multipurpose, operating 
from either a 9 volt battery or a 12 volt DC 
source. It truly is an ultra-simple device that many 
customers, including ‘non-electronics’ types, 
have found appealing and useful. Mounting 
options include, but are not limited to, gaffers 
tape, hot glue, or press fit into urethane foam 
board. Available colors include warm white, blue, 
amber, green, red, orange, and the newest, purple 
magenta. Both our EEL and MEL lights are 
compatible with our MED1 (Micro Effects 
Dimmer), a multi-mode flash, blink, and strobe 
control dimmer, and with other accessories using 
the same barrel connector type.  

At J2 LED Lighting, not only do they provide 
products that are technologically current and 
simple to use, they also do it efficiently. They 
provide fast order fulfillment for both low volume 
needs, which are common in product displays, 
prototypes and student projects, as well as special 
quantity orders for more complex projects. Their 
presence on Amazon and eBay has allowed them 
to provide product to customers around the world 
with appropriate, helpful technical information, 
and timely, trackable shipping at a great price. 
They have expanded to a second generation 
website to make it even easier for customers to 
find what they need. 
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vendor spotlight
Visit their website, www.j2ledlighting.com, for a 
continuing stream of new and unique lighting 
sources, accessories, and materials.  

Visit www.imagetransfers.net  
to learn more.

http://www.imagetransfers.net
http://www.imagetransfers.net
http://www.j2ledlighting.com
http://www.j2ledlighting.com
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why attend?
So What’s the Big Deal? 

APMM Conferences are each one-of-a kind 
gatherings that focus on your daily work and target 
your challenges as only another model maker can. 

The only way to prove the worthiness of a design is 
to make a model of it. And the only way to explain 
the value of attending an AMM Conference is to 
hear it from those who’ve attended and found it 
worthwhile. 

We have participated in APMM conferences 
over the last dozen years and have always 
found it the best source in the industry to 
learn…from companies of all sizes, and from 
companies who support all aspects of the 
business. The APMM conference is the best 
representation of our craft in the industry”  
     - Patrick M.

Our business reasons for attending 
are: establish contacts for 
development and resource 
sharing, training and continuing 
education, direct access to 
vendors and manufacturers of 
materials, software, tools, and to 
share problem-solving abilities 
through innovative uses of existing 
materials and methods and 
pioneering new ones.” 
   - Audrey F.

“You can go to other conferences or trade 
shows to learn about new technology and 
processes, but when you learn about them with 
a group of people coming from the model 
maker’s unique perspective you’ll get a lot 
more out of it. Your fellow model makers will 
more often ask the right question or even 
already hate the right answers, compared to 
people from other industries.” - Bruce W. You may never think to ask on the  

MILE about a better type of tape than the 
one your shop uses, but you may very well 
hear someone at a conference talk about 
it! Those random conversations about 
practice, technique, tools or resources 
simply won’t happen unless you cram a 
ton of model makers together, and this is 
the best conference for that sort of 
dialogue.” - Michael S. 
   

So…we’ll see you in 
Greenville? Why not 
register now? Go to 
Conference Registration and save 
$50 if you register before 
Dec. 21, 2015.

https://apmm.memberclicks.net/index.php?option=com_mc&view=formlogin&form=206348&return=L2luZGV4LnBocD9vcHRpb249Y29tX21jJnZpZXc9bWMmbWNpZD1mb3JtXzIwNjM0OD9zZXJ2SWQ9MTI2MSZvcHRpb249Y29tX21jJnZpZXc9bWMmbWNpZD1mb3JtXzIwNjM0OA==
https://apmm.memberclicks.net/index.php?option=com_mc&view=formlogin&form=206348&return=L2luZGV4LnBocD9vcHRpb249Y29tX21jJnZpZXc9bWMmbWNpZD1mb3JtXzIwNjM0OD9zZXJ2SWQ9MTI2MSZvcHRpb249Y29tX21jJnZpZXc9bWMmbWNpZD1mb3JtXzIwNjM0OA==
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women in model making

Unlike other women in the APMM, I 
didn’t plan on pursuing or have any 
knowledge of model making as a career.  

I graduated in 1982 with a BA in Psychology from the 
University of Wisconsin at Madison. I started out as a 
Fine Arts major but soon realized that a “fine artist” I 
was not. I do have creativity though, and for that I can 
thank my mother. My mom has always been a talented 
artist. She was an art teacher in the public school 
system and taught until it was time to have a family. In 
those days a woman couldn’t be visibly pregnant and 
teach in the classroom! When I was in high school she 
started her own miniatures business. While my friends 
were waiting tables I was working for my Mom; 
tapping, gluing, sewing and assembling 1” scale 
upholstered furniture. My Dad was a tinkerer, making 
jigs and fixing things out in the garage or in his 
basement shop. What I got from each of them is a 
perfect combination of what a model maker should 
have; creativity and problem solving skills. Because I 
have no formal schooling in model making, I come at 
things from a different perspective than a trained model 
maker. I like to think that I use my instinct and 

resourcefulness to achieve the 
type of quality product we strive 
for. 

Back to my degree. My college 
roommate suggested I consider 
psychology. That sounded good! I 
wasn’t sure what I would do with 
a Psych degree but I figured that 
this kind of knowledge could be 
helpful in any career. During my 
senior year we had a guest 
professor from a large Chicago 
advertising agency who taught 
“Human Information 

Processing”. I was fascinated by 
what she did and wanted a job like hers. She designed 
focus groups to determine successful advertising 
pitches for things like orange juice, soap and cereal.  

After graduation I landed a job in Chicago with a 
marketing research company called IRI, or Information 
Resources, Inc. My job was to set up studies and 
analyze data in our test markets in four different 
regions of the country. IRI had developed a way for test 
TV commercials to be aired on television sets of a 
small group of households who had signed up though 
their grocery store, while the rest of the area saw the 
“regular” commercials. Their purchases were recorded 
by UPC code and analyzed. Did these shoppers 
purchase the items in the test spots and then continue 
to purchase the product? We were able to inform our 
clients - Kraft, Proctor and Gamble, Quaker, and the 
like - whether their advertising was effective. 

After a few years with IRI I was ready to do something

Sue Wellman 
St. Charles Model Works, Inc.

From time to time, we highlight the 
extraordinary careers of our WIMMs in 
our E-Newsletters (even when they 
come to it in a roundabout way!). 
Women still make up a small portion of 
our membership, but this group is 
growing each year. This issue, we take 
time to focus on the career of our own 
E-NL editor Sue Wellman! 
   - Sam Martinez
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women in model making
else. I sought out a headhunter who suggested I apply at 
a business-to-business magazine publishing company. I 
got the job and stayed with the company, in all of its 
various iterations, for 17 years. I was a production 
manager for one title, then two titles, culminating with a 
promotion to Production Director, just before I quit to 
go back to school to earn a degree in Elementary 
Education. This decision was a result of a mid-life crisis 
at 40! I was so enthralled with the quality of my 
daughters’ teachers that I decided that teaching was 
something I wanted to do. I viewed it as a way to “give 
back to society” in a way that my previous careers didn’t 
afford me. 

My education degree program lasted 2 years. My first 
day of school was 9/11. The day I graduated was the day 
that Sadam Hussein was captured. 

A career in teaching wasn’t meant to be though. After an 
awful student teaching experience - long story - I had 
my doubts about whether I wanted to teach. At that 
same time, Terry had been laid off for a year from an IT 
job, along with 2400+ of his fellow employees. They 
were let go because the IT function was outsourced to 
India. He had a nice severance package but wasn’t 
having any luck finding another job in IT management. 
He decided he would give resin casting a go, having 
some experience making his own parts for his model 
railroad hobby and group. The business soon took off 
and he needed help. Since I was between jobs myself, 
we decided to make a go of it…and the rest, as they say, 
is history.  

We’ve been in business since 2002. Our company,  
St. Charles Model Works, started in our home in  
St. Charles, IL. We outgrew the space in our mudroom 
and wanted to find a commercial building to set up 
shop. “Let’s move to the country”, I said. “Real estate 
will be affordable, and I’ve always wondered what rural 

living would be like, with wide open spaces and clean 
air.” We experienced culture shock, coming from life in 
the suburbs, preceded by apartment living in Chicago. 
But after 10 years in our little country town in north 
central Illinois, we have adapted. My functions and 
responsibilities at SCMW include, but are not limited to, 
production management, sales, product development, 
mold making, resin casting, wood working, painting, 
graphics and assembly. The part of my job I enjoy the 
most is creating prototypes of the retail products that we 
sell online to the model railroad market. I have almost 
total freedom to create what I want, with the only 
caveats being, is it something that will sell and is it 
realistic and accurately depicted.  

Since I have been doing resin casting for almost 13 years 
and mold making for about 6 years, I have decided to 
share some of my insights by leading a workshop 
entitled “Banishing the Bubble”: Perfection in Resin 
Casting and Mold Making at the Greenville conference. 
Terry will help me do the workshop; after all it was he 
who taught me these skills. I’ve since developed my 
own tricks and techniques, especially for casting. I will 
demonstrate these casting techniques, make an easy and 
neat mold box and ask attendees to join in to “clay up” 
a two part mold with me.  

As for advice to women considering the field of model 
making; go with your gut instinct and pursue what you 
know you are best at. If what you are good at puts you 
in the minority, that’s ok. Each of us has a unique way of 
coming at a challenge, bringing a different perspective 
to a model project. In the end, it’s this diversity of ideas 
that makes the whole team successful. If you have an 
idea that others might think crazy, share it anyway. It 
might turn out to be a really great idea. 

See you in Greenville! 
Sue Wellman
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member news
Dear Members, 
We are happy to announce that longtime APMM 
member Jill Kenik of Acropolis Studios Model Works, 
Inc. has recently joined the Board of Directors as VP of 
Vendor Relations. Answering the call to step into a 
critical role as we prepare for our biennial conference, 
Jill's expertise and energy will be of great benefit. Please 
review her bio below and help us welcome Jill to the 
team! 

Since Jill will be reaching out to new (and current) 
vendors to invite them to participate in our Conference, 
please drop her a line with referrals to vendors you use - 

particularly their name, contact info, and the kinds of 
products you rely on from that vendor/manufacturer. 
Welcome, Jill! We all look forward to seeing you again 
at the Conference in Greenville! 

Peter Mack 
President, APMM Board of Directors 

P.S. If you are ready to consider serving on the Board of 
Directors of  YOUR APMM, please contact me. Taking a 
leadership position with your organization has lasting 
benefits and outcomes!

VP of Vendor Relations – Jill Kenik, Acropolis Studios Model Works, 
Inc., Ste. Genevieve, MO 

Jill is the owner of Acropolis Studios Model Works, Inc. and has been a 
professional designer and model maker for more than 30 years. Her 
work is typically found in the small metal goods manufacturing sector, 
which includes products such as jewelry, architectural hardware, gifts, 
tableware, awards and museum reproductions. Prior to founding Acropolis 
Studios, Jill worked for various Southeast New England jewelry and giftware manufacturing 
companies as a product designer and production liaison. Jill has a Bachelor of Fine Arts degree in 
Metalsmithing and Jewelry Design from the Rochester Institute of Technology, and a Master of 
Business Administration degree from the University of Rhode Island.  

Jill and her family recently relocated to the mid-West, making the historical town of Ste. Genevieve, 
Missouri their new home, with the studio just a short walk across the family's property. Returning to 
her roots as a hands-on designer and model maker has been a refreshing change of pace after many 
years of managing teams of creative professionals. This change of pace has also allowed some time 
for Jill to play the flute and piccolo with area community concert bands, help guide the restoration 
of an historical property, and to return to the APMM Board. Jill says, "Being part of the APMM has 
broadened my capabilities as a model maker. Having other professional model makers to reach out 
to for technical help, opinions or just to share great projects is empowering. Together, we represent 
the best creative and technical minds in the profession, yet the camaraderie of the group is 
incredible!"
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member news
APMM Endorses NWTC  
Model Making program 

The APMM, represented by 
Pete Mack, president, and 
Nathan McCaughan, V.P. of 
Education, presented 
Northeast Wisconsin 
Technical College (NWTC) 
with APMM’s Endorsement 
of the Prototype and 
Design program. The 
Endorsement confirms the 
strength of the NWTC 

program and reflects the hard work of the staff and 
students. Education VP Nathan McCaughan presented 
the Endorsement plaque to Associate Dean Pam Mazur, 
and Instructors Andy Nooyen and Jonathan Reis. Pete 
and Nathan traveled to Green Bay in late November to 
give them the endorsement. The staff said they were 
very excited to receive the endorsement and looked 
forward to using it in marketing their program.  

There are three main requirements to achieve an 
Endorsement by the APMM: education standards, a tour 
of the facility and interview, and information submitted 
annually to exhibit that endorsement guidelines are 
being continued. “The NWTC Prototype and Design 
program is producing top quality entry level Model 
Makers that have the knowledge needed to have a 
successful model making career” said Pete Mack, 
APMM President / Principal Model Maker, Steelcase Inc. 

“NWTC has a Prototype and Design program that is 
second to none.  It's state of the art facility and 
curriculum along with its knowledgeable faculty have 
been supplying the model making field with excellent 
talent.  I am proud to be able to endorse this 

program” said Nathan McCaughan, APMM VP of 
Education / Senior Model Maker, Steelcase Inc. 
  
The APMM hopes that other educational institutions 
consider an endorsement that will propose a set of 
guidelines to further strengthen the program's level of 
academic quality. The exposure and recognition will 
signal to professional member organizations the 
school's commitment to professionalism and the 
prospective graduate's readiness for entry into the 
industry. 

For more information about receiving an Endorsement 
from the APMM, contact info@modelmakers.org  for a 
copy of the guidelines document.

From left, Andy Nooyen, Prototype & Design 
Instructor at NWTC; Nathan McCaughan, V.P. of 
Education/Steelcase; Pam Mazur, Associate Dean at 
NWTC; and Jon Ries, Prototype & Design Instructor 
at NWTC.  

mailto:info@modelmakers.org
mailto:info@modelmakers.org

